
Vote  NO  on  Proposition 112 
this ballot measure is all pain, no gain.

Proposition 112 is a statutory ballot measure that would increase setbacks between oil and natural 
gas development and homes and other areas to 2,500 feet, or approximately one-half mile. This 
is effectively a ban on oil and natural gas development in Colorado. This unwise measure would 
destroy Colorado’s economy without substantive health, safety, or environmental benefits to our 
residents.

Proposition 112 destroys Coloradans’ 
economy and opportunity. 

Proposition 112 does not improve health, safety, or the environment. 

Within 12 years of this measure taking effect, Colorado would lose 
$218 billion in GDP. To put this in context, Colorado’s state budget 
each year is approximately $31 billion.1 Within the first year, job loss 
is estimated to be between 33,500 and 43,000 jobs. 

Proposition 112 hurts local community 
and education funding. 

Proposition 112 would reduce critical funding for schools, 
hospitals, housing, first responders, and other public 
goods.

A significant portion of revenue from oil and gas 
development goes back to local communities where 
production takes place. 

Through property, income, and severance taxes, the oil 
and gas industry contributed nearly $1.2 billion in reve-
nue to state and local communities. 3

In 2014, $434.7 million in property tax went to counties, 
cities, and school districts. Over half of funds collected 
from property taxes on oil and gas operations went 
directly to schools. 3

Over the past ten years, another
$1.4 billion from the State
Land Board helped fund schools. 4

Sources: 
1 Increasing the Oil and Gas Setback Requirement to 2,500-feet in Colorado: The Economic and Fiscal Impacts of 2018 Proposition 112, Commonsense Policy Roundtable
2 Minority and Female Employment in the Oil & Natural Gas and Petrochemical Industries, 2015-2035, IHS Global, March 2015
3 Progress and Opportunity: Colorado Natural Gas and Oil, Colorado Petroleum Council, June 2018
4 Impact of Proposition 112 on Colorado School Funding from State Trust Lands, Colorado State Land Board, September 2018
5 Assessment of Potential Public Health Effects from Oil and Gas Operations in Colorado, Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment, February 2017

There is no credible study that says a 2,500-foot setback is a beneficial setback distance. Proposition 112 is just about banning business. 

of jobs lost because of Proposition 112 will 
not be in the oil and gas industry, but in
industries that support the oil and gas 
industry. 1 Colorado will lose:

77%
Within the first few years, 147,800 jobs will be lost
because of Proposition 112. 1

          increased taxes on residents
       cuts to education services
       and negative impacts on teacher pay

Proposition 112 would take away 
badly-needed school funding, 
resulting in:

Proposition 112 would eliminate employment and career
opportunities in oil and natural gas for women and minorities. 2

A vast opportunity also exists for the natural gas and oil industry to 
attract, retain, and develop life-long careers for women and 
minorities.

Thanks to over                                                                    in investments in innovation by oil and natural gas compa-
nies, production of natural gas and oil is at an all-time high in Colorado, while emissions are at a 30-year low 
nationally. Proposition 112 would reduce this cleaner form of energy production. 3

Colorado already has the most comprehensive oil and natural gas 
regulations in the country. 
Further, through a study of 10,000 air samples in areas with oil and natural gas production, the Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health found that current setbacks of 500 feet from homes and 1,000 feet from vulnerable areas 
already ensure the health and safety of Coloradans. 5
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